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1: Town planning
in the London area and the new towns

Introduction

England is often quoted as an example by town planners in many countries,
some of its plans — such as the Abercrombie Plan — and its new towns being
world famous. The new towns, conceived as part of a national policy of land
development (the Barlow Report of 1940) and a regional town planning policy
deriving from this (the Abercrombie Plan of 1944), comprise one of the most
remarkable achievements in town planning in the last twenty years, although
they only represent one element of the strategy adopted immediately after the
war, others being housing estates and town extensions. For some years now
the problem has had to be faced 7gain. The results of the 1961 census showed
that, contrary to the forecasts of the Abercrombie Plan, the growth of the London
area had not been checked. The same problems remained, the solution adopted
twenty years before having proved inadequate in the face of changing circum-
stances. The resulting South East Study has become a guide for present
development.

I The formation of a policy 1937-19561

On the eve of the Second World War the British were concerned with the
formation of an overall policy of land development. The outlines of such a
policy were formulated in the Barlow Report of 1940, presented by a Commis-
sion formed in 1937. Wartime conditions made its implementation impossible
at that time but strengthened public and government opinion in favour of the
need for the decongestion of London'’s built-up area, as proposed in the Barlow
Report, as an essential element of national policy. It was in this mood that the
Abercrombie Plan was received at the end of the war, with its proposals for a
Green Belt round London and a ring of new towns beyond. As a result, the
British government passed the New Towns Act in 1946, providing for a special
system of finance and for development corporations in charge of each new
town.

1P. Merlin and P. Guertin, ‘Urbanisme en région de Londres et aménagement du
territoire’, Cahiers de 'TAURP, vol. 8, June 1967.
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Fig. 1 New towns in Great Britain.




