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WelcomeContents
Whether you are new to the area or a long time Bracknell 
resident, welcome to Bracknell Matters! 

We are so pleased that life has begun to return  
to a ‘new normal’ and we have been able  
to plan events for the community again.  
We started off with a smaller Early Years  
Event for the under 5s in June, which  
was a roaring success. Moving into the  
summer months we welcomed back  
the Summer of Fun events. We are very  
excited to be able to offer the larger events  
again and to give back to the families in  
the area. 

Our facilities are busier than ever with our splash pads, mini golf, parks and coffee 
shops seeing more visitors than ever. You can find a full list of all of our services and 
facilities inside, why not visit somewhere new this autumn? 

You can always catch up on the latest news and upcoming events by following 
Bracknell Town Council on Facebook and Twitter or on the website where you can 
always find our most current Bracknell Matters and up to date information. 

If you would like to receive all of the online Bracknell Matters editions via email, please 
contact enquiries@bracknelltowncouncil.gov.uk 

We can’t wait to welcome all of you at our events and parks over the next few months.

Best wishes,

Jackie Burgess

Bracknell Town Clerk

www.bracknelltowncouncil.gov.uk
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Conversation with a Councillor:

Councillor
Anna Kempster
How long have you lived in Bracknell?  
If you do not live in Bracknell what has drawn 
you to become a Bracknell Town Councillor? 
I have lived in Bracknell since July 2010 and started  
to help the community and join in the community  
spirit shown to me in my neighbourhood when  
I arrived.  I have never found such a friendly and 
caring set of neighbours anywhere!

What made you want to become a Councillor?  
I had the opportunity to help, representing and 
assisting the community. I was surprised to be 
approached in 2019 but decided that I could have  
a positive effect and so joined the team.

What is your favourite thing about Bracknell?  
Without doubt, the forest, it is so beautiful.  
What is better is that the community want to keep  
it that way and are fiercely loyal to maintaining it.

What are your passions and hobbies?  
My children are my whole world and I love being with 
them.  I also like fixing things, it gives me a lot of joy 
to see a job done well and the harder the job is to 
complete, the more of a sense of victory I feel when 
the job is done. 

What is your career background?  
I work in education, but not as a teacher.  I look  
after the Information Technology (IT) side of things.  
I’ve worked in IT for nearly 30 years.

If you could change one thing about Bracknell  
what would it be and why?  
I feel there should be more volunteer led community 
services, to allow people who feel isolated or afraid 
(Covid has created fear for a lot of people), to connect.  
There are so many good people in Bracknell, including 
those who have given a lot of their time to the 
community in their past but I feel some are, or feeling, 
lost because they shy away due to fear of Covid or 
feel there is nothing for them ‘out there’ because their 
circumstances have changed over time.  It would be 
great to change that.  Not everyone is on Social Media, 
printed media is declining and so getting the message 
out to everyone is more complicated than it used to be! 

On a personal level what are your highpoints  
or best achievements in your life to date?  
My children, who are utterly amazing to me, I can’t 
believe I built them!  I work very hard to provide for 
them in the best way I can.  It genuinely is all about 
them. I am proudly watching them grow up in a caring 
community which is showing them that to make  
a difference, you need to get in there and help.

As a Councillor what is the most satisfying  
thing you have been involved with? 
That’s tricky, I’ve a long list and it spans over all  
the community volunteer roles I have, such as Town 
Councillor, PTA and Governor roles.  Most recently,  
I loved the Queen’s Jubilee gatherings, the street 
parties were amazing and everyone I went to was  
filled with community spirit, it was wonderful.

How do you engage with the residents  
in the community?  
I participate in Councillor Surgeries, I am a parent  
to children at a school in my ward, where I am also 
a Governor.  My ward councillors and I frequently go 
around in Street Surgeries to meet residents.  We also 
send out an update to houses, which we hand deliver, 
giving residents the opportunity to chat to us on the 
doorstep.  If one of our wonderful community helpers 
gets feedback while helping us deliver leaflets or 
updates, we go and visit too. I am frequently stopped 
in local shops and advised about what is happening, 
without which I wouldn’t be able to help. My email 
account is quite busy too and I have my three fellow ward 
councillors to assist me when my experience is lacking.

Where do you see yourself in 5 years?  
What do you hope to have achieved?  
I hope I would have helped to keep our Bracknell 
beautiful, to see the forest preserved and maintained.  
I love the little things like the hedgehog run the  
Town Council are applying to put in place, to support 
the repopulation effort, UK wide. The protection  
of all wildlife within Bracknell is at the top of my 
list, including the bee population.  Bracknell is most 
definitely at the top of the list for community spirit and 
I want to help keep Bracknell the nicest place to live.



Bracknell Town Mayor  Bracknell Matters -  September 2022     76    Bracknell Town Council  Bracknell Matters -  September 2022

Conversation with a Councillor:

Councillor
Danielle Turner
How long have you lived in Bracknell?  
If you do not live in Bracknell what has drawn  
you to become a Bracknell Town Councillor? 
I have lived in Bracknell for 32 years.

What made you want to become a Councillor?  
I wanted to become a councillor so that I could  
give back to the community and make a difference 
to the lives of others.

What is your favourite thing about Bracknell?  
The thing I love the most about Bracknell is the 
beauty that Is right in our doorstep. The green 
spaces for example, we are lucky here as we have 
some of the most wonderful green spaces in the 
country which makes for plenty of walks, picnics  
and fun with my children..

What are your passions and hobbies?  
I have a variety of hobbies, predominantly  
it is painting, singing and volunteering. 

What is your career background?  
I have enjoyed a 20+ year career in sales 
management after becoming a widow in 2020  
I changed my career entirely and am now  
newly in a very rewarding career as a teacher  
in secondary education.

If you could change one thing about Bracknell  
what would it be and why?  
I would like there to be more in the way of youth 
provision. Whilst there are a few things out there  
I do feel more could be done to ensure our children 
are afforded the right opportunities in life. 

On a personal level what are your highpoints  
or best achievements in your life to date?  
On a personal level I would say finding my calling  
as a teacher. Having had the childhood I did, it is 
amazing to now be able to help students and give 
them the opportunities that I wish I would have had 
back when I was in school.

As a Councillor what is the most satisfying  
thing you have been involved with? 
It has been a challenging time due to Covid, however 
we have all worked hard behind the scenes online. 
it has been rewarding to see the work that we have 
been doing in the community events working group 
come to life. The events that we have put together 
have been fantastic.

How do you engage with the residents  
in the community?  
I engage through social media and email. I am often 
out and about in the area and also helping out and 
volunteering where I can.

Where do you see yourself in 5 years?  
What do you hope to have achieved?  
I personally do not like to set 5 year goals. One thing  
I have learnt over the last few years is that every day 
is special and to make to most of every moment.  
Not to let negativity be a strain. So if in 5 years time  
I am still making every moment count, then I will  
be happy. 

The thing I love the most about Bracknell is the beauty  
that Is right in our doorstep. The green spaces for  
example, we are lucky here as we have some of the  
most wonderful green spaces in the country which makes  
for plenty of walks, picnics and fun with my children.

Bracknell Town 
Mayor 2022-2023
Councillor Dai Roberts was elected as Bracknell Town Mayor for the year 2022–23. He is a keen 
cyclist and family man. Councillor Roberts has attended many events since May, with the Queen’s 
Jubilee events kicking off a fun-filled term as Mayor. With his wife, Tanya, Councillor Roberts  
is supporting the Berkshire-based charity – Create Hope as the Mayoral charity for the year.  
Create Hope offers emotional support to children, young people and families.  

Created out of the faith and passion of the CEO, 
who witnessed a greater need for therapeutic 
services in Berkshire through her direct work 
with families, schools, and voluntary and 
statutory services.  Create Hope responds to 
environmental issues such as domestic abuse, 
family separation, bereavement, chaotic family 
life, addiction, low self-esteem and more, by 
delivering different creative and systemic-based 
therapy. They support the family’s emotional 
needs, giving people a safe space to explore and 
express their feelings, explore relationships and 
challenge communications, process past hurts, 
develop self-awareness and empathy, and move 
towards the changes they need to make. Create 
Hope offers bursary-funded support, funded 
through donations and fundraisers, enabling 
them to reach the families who can’t afford the 
private therapy sector.  

Their emotional support is not time-limited like  
a lot of services, they offer longer-term therapeutic 
support through schools, having a flexible approach  
to the number of sessions offered helps them to 
respond to the needs presented.

As the year progresses, Councillor Roberts  
will be organising opportunities to raise funds  
for the charity to help fund the important work  
that they do on a daily basis. To make a donation, 
visit Bracknell Town Mayor’s social media pages,  
or for more information about the support  
offered by Create Hope, 
visit their website:  
www.createhope.co.uk
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Focus on… 
Mini Golf
Bracknell Town Council  
offers mini golf at Jocks Lane 
Recreation Ground for a small  
fee of £1.40 for children and  
£2.35 for adults. There are  
18 holes to play in the beautiful 
green setting behind the  
pavilion. Sometimes the mini  
golf is offered for free during 
larger events at the site.  
Visit the coffee shop now  
to have a go!

Keep an eye  

on BTC social 

media pages for 

up to date offers 

and opening 
times.

Bracknell Town
Council
Bracknell Town Council’s (BTC) focus  
is maintaining 33 parks and green 
spaces across 12 wards in Bracknell. 
BTC aims to ensure there is plenty  
of quality green land and natural areas 
in Bracknell for years to come.

Halls
Braybrooke Recreation Ground, Great Hollands  
Recreation Ground and Jocks Lane each offer large,  
bright halls for hire. BTC offer inexpensive hire for many 
events including parties, funeral wakes and conferences. 
Jocks Lane can hold up to 60 people and the other  
halls can hold up to 80.

Office and Depots
There is one main depot where  
Grounds Staff and the Recreational 
Facilities Manager are based with 
smaller depots dotted around  
Bracknell. The main BTC office and 
Council Chamber can be found at 
Brooke House in Bracknell High Street.

Green Spaces
BTC manages 33 green spaces which includes  
football and rugby pitches, astro turf and tennis courts. 
All of these can be booked by contacting the office.  
BTC has several allotment sites but due to high demand 
the waiting list is currently four years. Enjoy our green 
spaces and play areas but please take your litter home 
with you to keep our wildlife safe.

Annual Grants
Every year BTC award grants to applicants from local 
community groups, charities or businesses. The grant 
application process closes in October every year and 
application forms can be found on our website.

Events
BTC organises the Spring Event, Teddy Bears’ Picnic  
and other events on many other special occasions.  
All of the Parish and Town Councils 
in Bracknell Forest team together  
to organise and fund the Summer  
of Fun events across many  
parks. Check our social media  
and website for planned events.

Garden Waste Sacks
BTC sell garden waste sacks for £1.10 at the office  
in Bracknell High Street. You can book the collection  
of these sacks from Bracknell Forest Council if you  
call 01344 352000.

TV Grant Scheme
BTC offers a grant of up to £30 for people who meet  
the below criteria:

• Be of State Pension Age (proof of age will be required)

• Be in receipt of Pension Credit (proof of entitlement  
 letter will be required), full details can be found  
 at www.gov.uk/pension-credit/eligibility

• Have lived in Bracknell for a least one year  
 (Utility bill/bank statement will be required)

• AND NOT be in receipt of a free TV Licence or a blind 
 (severely sight impaired) 50% concession.

Coffee Shops
BTC has two coffee shops offering 
good value snacks and drinks. Visit 
Great Hollands Rec and Jocks Lane 
throughout the year, check our 
website for opening times.

Bus Shelters
BTC provides and maintains the bus shelters in Bracknell 
which have domed rooftops and no adverts.

Education
The Environment Wardens visit schools and are present  
in Bracknell Town Council parks to educate the public  
on certain topics such as responsible dog ownership, litter, 
anti-social behaviour and wildlife conservation.

Hall Hire
Hall hire is available at Braybrooke 
Community Hall, Jocks Lane Pavilion  
and Great Hollands Pavilion. A £50  
deposit is required upon booking with 
the office with full payment required  
two weeks before the booking. Terms 
and conditions can be found on the  
BTC website.

Sports Pitch Hire
Hire of sports pitches is available  
at multiple sites across Bracknell 
including football, rugby, tennis and 
hockey. Booking is essential, contact 
the office to enquire.

Fishing Permits
Fishing permits for Jeans’ Pond at Braybrooke Community 
Hall are available on the link to Braybrooke Nature and 
Fishing Club via our website.

Photocopying
BTC can make copies  
of your document for  
a small fee at the office.

Bracknell Parks 
Tennis
You can book a tennis court  
at Jocks Lane and Great Hollands  
Recreation Grounds via our  
website. You will receive a code  
for the gate upon booking.
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For more details on any BTC services contact:  
01344 420079 or email enquiries@bracknelltowncouncil.gov.uk 

or visit the office at Brooke House, 54 High Street, Bracknell
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Queen’s  
Platinum  
Jubilee
Bracknell Town Council offered  
grants of £100 to local community 
groups to enable them to organise 
Jubilee celebrations for their street  
or organisation. Bracknell Town Mayor 
and Bracknell Town Deputy Mayor were 
very excited to visit as many of the 
celebrations as possible and to meet 
the local residents and share some 
cake! Bracknell Town Mayor, Councillor 
Roberts also supported the Lexicon  
and the Borough Council in the lighting 
of the Beacon in the Town Centre  
to kick off the celebrations.
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Events
Early Years  
Fun Day
We hosted an Early Years Fun Day 
at Jocks Lane Recreation Ground  
on the 22nd June. The aim of the 
event was to provide free activities 
for children under 5 years old  
and to provide useful information 
for the parents. In partnership  
with Bracknell Forest Council, 
information on the children’s 
services available through the 
Council provided to support young 
families and children before they 
start school.  The event was such  
a success and we are so pleased 
that many families found it useful.

Armed Forces Day
On the 24th June we hoisted the Armed Forces 
Day flag at our offices in the Town Centre.  
Staff were joined by the Combined Cadet Force 
from Brackenhale School, who marched to  
the event and the Officers saluted the flag  
as it was raised. We were joined by Councillors 
Danielle Turner, Isabel Mattick, Gill Birch and 
Bracknell Town Mayor, Councillor Dai Roberts. 
This was a small affair to honour those who are 
still serving, those  
who have been lost  
and those who have 
served in the past.

Summer Of Fun
The Parish and Town Councils within Bracknell Forest all host 
individual Summer of Fun events over the summer holidays. 
The aim is to provide a free day out with entertainment and 
activities for the children in the area. Bracknell Town Council 
hosted two events this year, one at Great Hollands Rec on the 
3rd August and one at Braybrooke Rec on the 24th August. 
These events are extremely popular and we love to see all  
of the families enjoying themselves, it’s such a great way for 
BTC to give back to the community.

Tennis
At Jocks Lane, professional tennis coach, Matt Reid and  
his team have been offering free tennis sessions for adults  
and children all summer. There are always great deals  
available so for more information about upcoming offers,  
visit www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/MatthewReidCoaching2
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Carbon 
Reduction

The Carbon Reduction Working Group has been  
working hard to find ways for Bracknell Town Council  
to reduce its carbon footprint. 
This year they commissioned an energy audit across all of the BTC sites.  
The report gave lots of useful tips to reduce our carbon emissions even more.  
Some of the tips and ideas on the report are quick to achieve and are already 
 in progress, such as:

• discussions about more solar panels on our pavilions

• better insulation in our buildings

• completing the change of all lights to LEDs  
 and motion sensors where required

• assessing all our boilers for energy efficiency

• building hedgehog habitats and bug hotels

To read more about the BTC Carbon Reduction Plan and the actions already  
being taken to reduce the carbon footprint of the Council, visit:

www.bracknelltowncouncil.gov.uk/council/carbon-footprint-reduction-and-climate-change

Fun Fact
Three of our parks  

have water fountains  
for you to refill  
your bottles on  

your visit.

Fun Fact
All waste produced  
by Bracknell Town 
Council is either 

recycled or turned  
into fuel.

Fun Fact
Any trees that  
are trimmed or  

removed are re-used  
as woodchip in  
our play areas.

Fun Fact
We have  

planted over  
800 trees since  

May 2021!

Fun Fact
We have 15 wildflower 
meadows with plans 
for more across our 

green spaces to help the 
biodiversity bloom.

Green Champion
This year’s Green Champion, Councillor Mrs. Isabel Mattick,  
has been raising awareness for the environment, habitats, and litter 
issues by hosting half-term Green Champion Days at our parks. 

Those that attended and completed the environmental quiz,  
were awarded a free pack of wildflower seeds to grow at home. 
Councillor Mattick also won a grant for £250 from the Good Causes 
Scheme and provided seeds to all the Primary Schools within the 
BTC wards to grow and learn 
about sustainability. 

We can’t wait to see the photos of 
the seeds growing and the children 
learning! Councillor Mattick is 
also working with Easthampstead 
Crematorium on a project that 
gifts wildflower seeds to children 
attending with their families  
to collect or scatter any ashes.  
Our Green Champion is passionate 
about education for the youth 
and will continue to develop more 
ideas to spread her green fingers 
to others in Bracknell.

The car park at The Elms is for park users only. 

Dogs must be kept on a lead when walking around  
the lakes at North Lake and South Hill Park to protect 
the wildlife. 

Please clean up after your dog – dog mess can  
be put into any of our bins. 

Please do not leave your dog in your car – 
temperatures rise very quickly and can be fatal.

Please put your litter in one of our bins or take  
it home with you. 

If the ground is too hot to touch with your hand  
for a few seconds, it’s too hot for paws. Avoid walking 
your dog on pavements in hot weather.

Reminders from our Environment Warden



Photograph by  
Mary Flynn - Birch Hill Central
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Photograph by  
Mary Flynn - North Lake

Photograph by  
Willian Fernandes – The Elms

Photograph by  
Justin Horton - The Elms

Photograph by  
Trevor Holt - Mill Park

In the 
Spotlight

In every edition of the Bracknell Matters we feature 
amazing photographs taken by Bracknell residents  
in our parks. If you have any photos of our parks  
that you would like to be featured please email 

rachel.gordge@bracknelltowncouncil.gov.uk

What’s behind the doors  
at South Hill Park?

South Hill Park is a charity who’s vision is ‘To Inspire,  
connect and enrich lives through the creative arts’. As such, 
the Arts Centre offers an unparalleled variety of shows 
and films each year (over 300), from big-name comedians 
alongside nationally renowned ballet companies, quality 
drama and several in house productions, including the ever 
popular annual Panto (spoiler alert! This year it’s Jack and 
the Beanstalk). As part of South Hill Park’s commitment  
to the community, not only are members of the public 
invited to audition for in-house productions, but the  
Mansion House offers several free to the public exhibitions 
each year, alongside the popular Festival of Food and  
Music, and the Craft Fair in November. 

South Hill Park also offers an amazing array of over 250 
courses and workshops, with its own specialised jewellery, 
ceramic and printmaking studios, dance studio and creative 
spaces for the visual arts. 

Each year over 5000 people take part in the learning 
community programme, alongside 2000 participating in  
the accessible arts class for young people.  The Arts Centre 
hosts over 20 amateur group’s numerous productions, 
offering the opportunity to encourage creativity across 
generations and nurture talent by providing exceptional 
holiday activities for those most in need in the community.  
In addition, the learning team provides primary and 
secondary schools with workshops, classes, work experience, 
tours, digital lessons, and talks with industry professionals. 

With two theatres, a dance studio, creative spaces and  
a cinema all on site, South Hill Park also offers unique spaces 
to host your next meeting, party, wedding or get-together, 
overlooking those beautiful grounds you know so well. 

So next time, don’t just pop in for a coffee! Grab a brochure, see a show, sign up to a course  
or book a space for your next event – all proceeds go towards the charitable work South Hill Park 
does in the community, and helps it remain Berkshire’s Centre for the Arts, Business and Community.

To sign up to the newsletter or become a member visit www.southhillpark.org.uk 

You may have driven past  
South Hill park, that stunning  
18th century mansion house  
on Ringmead. Or perhaps  
you’ve enjoyed a picnic  
on the grounds, visited the 
playground with your kids,  
or even dared to go inside  
for a coffee in the café on  
the terrace. But did you know  
what goes on inside?

Photograph by  
Andrew Gordge - Jocks Lane
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Bracknell 
Railway  
Society
There is something rather special about the sight, 
sound and smell of steam engines.  For over 50 years 
children and adults (of all ages!) have been able 
to experience the wonder of steam by visiting the 
Bracknell Railways Society’s (BRS) miniature railway  
in Jocks Lane Park, courtesy of Bracknell Town Council.

Since 1969 a dedicated band of volunteers have been 
lighting up their steam engines, or more recently, 
powering up their electric engines, on selected Sunday 
afternoons and bank holiday Mondays, from April to 
October, to give rides to children and adults.  The BRS 
Motive Power Section (MPS) run a wide range of steam 
and electric engines on a raised track that is just 12.5cm 
wide.  Passengers sit astride the carriages for the ride 
around our 340m track through the woods behind  
the tennis courts.  There is a third rail, but it is not,  
as some have suggested, to provide power to the 
electric engines, as they have batteries!  The extra rail 
allows use to run engines that are 9cm gauge. 

Interested in getting involved?  We would welcome  
new members to help on running days or with 
maintenance.  You don’t have to own an engine to join, 
and you might even get to drive one of our electric 
engines.  We meet at Jocks Lane on most Thursday 
mornings to do maintenance, safety testing, have tea  
or coffee and chat.  Contact us first just to be sure  
that we will be there.

Like to know more about steam engines?  We are 
hoping to run an “open morning” on a Saturday  
in September or October to show how steam engines 
work.  Please get in touch if you are interested.

In addition to the miniature railway at Jocks Lane,  
we also have a Small Scale Section (SSS) which runs  
a number of model railway layouts at their centre  
in Pinewood Hall, Pinewood Centre, Wokingham,  
RG40 3AQ.  Visitors are welcome.  

Please contact: Richard@4keys.co.uk  
for further information.

Article written by Richard Emery

Welcome to the  
Kids’ Corner! 
We’ve hidden some  
of our parks in this 
wordsearch. How many 
can you can find?

Word Search! Can you find all the park related words? H L A T I M E R H D
 O A N J V Z G Y U U
 M I L L P A R K E L
 E N N E R D A L E L
 F Q U I N T I L I S
 A F T H E E L M S W
 R P K Q T B O W A A
 M B N U T H U R S T
 M C S X D C I R L E
 N O R T H L A K E RCan you find these words?Home Farm   The Elms   Quintilis   Ennerdale   Mill Park   

North Lake   Latimer   Ullswater   Nuthurst

Parks and Play Areas
Bracknell Town Council maintains 33 parks and play areas. Our play areas cater for a wide range  
of ages from toddlers to teenagers. Our play equipment is regularly inspected and is subject  
to a schedule of refurbishment and repainting. Over the autumn of 2022, BTC are also taking 
over Beedon Drive, Barry Square and Deepfield Road play areas. You can find a full list of our sites 
including playing fields, sports pitches and allotments on our website:

www.bracknelltowncouncil.gov.uk/recreation-facilities/council-sites

Great Hollands

• Jurassic Park  
 (East Lodge)
• Great Hollands  
 Recreation Ground
• Home Farm
• Ullswater
• Winscombe

• Yardley
• Wildridings
• Ennerdale
• Mill Park
• Threshfield

Bullbrook

• Bullbrook Drive
• The Elms Park

• Freeborn Way

Old Bracknell (Easthampstead)

• South Hill Road
• The Green

• North Lake

Priestwood & Garth

• Braybrooke  
 Recreation Ground
• Jocks Lane Park
• Pollardrow Avenue

• Stoney Road
• Anneforde 
 Place

Harmans Water & Crown Wood

• Calfridus Way
• Crown Row/   
 Leaves Green
• Cumnor Way
• Harmans Water Road

• Oareborough
• Nettlecombe
• Nuthurst

Hanworth & Birch Hill

• Birch Hill 
 Recreational  
 Ground
• Hedgehog Park   
 (Birch Hill)

• Dryden Woods
• Latimer
• Ludlow
• Quintilis
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www.printroom.co.uk

CREATIVE...
 DESIGN, DIGITAL, EXHIBITION & PRINT SOLUTIONS  
 ALL UNDER ONE ROOF!

LIFE IS

BETTER WITH

COLOUR

SO MUCH

Tel: 01344 312705   Email: studio@printroom.co.uk

Printroom House, Downmill Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 1QS

A BRACKNELL BASED CREATIVE DESIGN STUDIO, 
PART OF THE PRINTROOM GROUP.


