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We are committed to adding a spring in the step
and eye-catching colour to lives of our residents,
visitors and commuters. This guide explains our

proudest work and highlights in the borough.

The Bracknell in Bloom Committee isa
blossoming group which offers a spade-fu\ of
partnership working, cultivated creativity and of

course a dash of hard work to make the public
spaces of Brackne

|| the best they can be. We
engage with people across

the borough, from
businesses O schools, to educate and create
excellent spaces to be enjoyed by resi

dents and
visitors.
nvolved with the In Bloom
ted to showcase some
this booklet.

\We are proud to be i
events and aré deligh
highlights of the year in
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Towy route

a range of striking and

Our tour route takes in !
and residential gardens

stunning public spaces

around the borough. The route takes approximately
three hours and we’ll be stopping
at areas along the way.

to take a close look

\TOWn Centre

Start at Arlington
Ocean Square
House business
park
e Wroxham
at Waitrose P(;(iks e corrcljmunlty
garden
—_— Ashridge gﬁ?ndz;/r Lane
The tour takes in a range Green Schooly Anneforde St Michael
of private land ifgnt gagen / Face and Mary .
P ! allotments Magdelene Finish at
communal land and ; R o b churchyard South Hill
partnership projects

' conservation Park
that improve the visual ‘

appearance and
sustainability of
Bracknell. Please do ask
any questions along the
way!




calendar of events

Bracknell has been busy maintaining-the
532 hectares of green space, imnrovmg
public land and creating innovative and
eye-catching la
been up to...

A
ndscapes. Here's what we've

Tree planting With loca ¢

February 2013 chools,

.

March 2013

". -

Creating bird tables and plantings at
Harmans Water estate action day,

A AR YR

what we've been doing
this year

* Royal visits

* Estate action days

* Working with schools, businesses and
community members

* Creating award winning landscapes

* Using horticulture to provide training and
wider benefits for the community

* Conservation, wildlife and recycling

* Using horticulture to bring people together

* Using partnership working to be as effective
and efficient as possible
(see appendix 1 for full calendar of events)
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: Alhortlcultural aChievement: impact |

| Making a mark

Bracknell Forest Homes marked its fifth anniversary | PSR SN T

in 2013 by creating legacy landscaped sites imfluding % Maximum Vi sibility

innovative beds, herb gardens and trees t0 suit the ~ Campion House and Bryony House were built in the late
environment and give benefit to local people and I 1950s. The landscape was in keeping with that era and was
visitors. Shown here is a large area of flats on a busy J becoming tired and well passed its best.

thorough fare with local shops opposite. The *F" A long new herbaceous border along the front of the building

landscaped areas have had a warm reception from was created using a new wave planting effect. 15 varieties
residents and passers by were used and mulched to suppress weed growth. The

plantings also take into account the low windows so not to
grow above this height. There was also a special Jubilee tree
planting ceremony last year.
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A2 horticultural achievement: practice

We are proud of the level of maintenance

and quality of planting seen across
Bracknell. We've been innovative and
responsible in creating and maintaining
public spaces, residential areas and

business areas.

The ltalian Garden i
highlights at south Hill Park

All year round floral displa

planting on many of Brackys are incorporated with sustainable

n )
ell's sponsored roundabouts

f 24

High standards of horticultural
practice are also seen
throughout Bracknell's

, community and residential

= gardens

e X



A3 horticultural achievement: Bracknell in Bloom actively
residential and community gardening b

Residential gardening

Bracknell has many beautiful residential gardens tucked
away in the most unexpected of places. Two of the best
gardens have opened for the last 11 years as part of “The
National Gardens Scheme”. Other Bracknell gardeners also
enter their gardens in the “Your Gardens” public
horticultural competition.(see page 16 for further
information)

Great Hollands Primary School e
tompetition for the first time in
commended Your Gardens awar
Great Hollands Shopping Square

ntered the Your Gardens

Allotments
Part of Ringmead allo
because of overhanging trees, s
created. The new orchard attrac :
pollinating the area. The orchard was

with Waitrose. 9% m U B

tment site was difficult to cultivate
0 a community orchatfd was
ts bees which help with

onated and planted




A3 horticultural achievement:
residential and community gardens

Community working together
Bracknell Forest Homes worked with
Harmans Water Primary School during

an action day to educate pupils and
create new plantings.

}»y,'. ',
“l g !

munitv

Highfields com
{he years been u
parties but the Lt
approached bY @ rear .

into @ community 9 :

We were
P this area

ting was uninspirng '

rden i
paﬂner_ The ga - p\ace for

. a
and e




A4 horticultural achievement:
business areas and
premises

Can you believe this is 40 feet in the air?
Shown below is an innovative living roof at
Waitrose, and right is a large business park

at Arlington Square.

es on top of Wait

A haven for be

Pleasfemt view throygh
Arlington Square A



A5 horticultural achievement:
green spaces

A circus came to town...Heavy traffic and torrential rain caused a mud bath fit for a rock festival after a circus visited Calfridus
Way, which had to be restored to its former grassy glory. Shown left is the before and right is the after, following 30 tonnes of
soil and six bags of grass seed!

Annual football pitch
maintenance ready for a new
season

Three weeks later



ticultural achievement:
spaces

We are proud to have Green Flag award
winning public spaces. There are five in
Bracknell Forest. Here are two popular and

well used spaces...

Jocks Lane Park is a family and friends 12 acre park
offering extensive recreational facilities including
play areas, woodland walks and a large pavilion. It is
used for community events throughout the year, two
of the most popular being the annual teddy bears’
picnic and a woodland crafts event held in February.

Lily Hill Park offers 56 acres of restored heritage
parkland and gardens set around historic Lily Hill
House. It is renowned for its 90 year old Hardy
Hybrid Rhododendron and Azalea collection which
produces spectacular floral displays in late May/early
June. It is also home to many species of native and
introduced trees ranging from veteran English Oaks
(remnants from Windsor Forest, 500 years ago) to
Monkey Puzzles and majestic Wellingtonia.




B1 environmental

responsibility: conservation
and biodiversity

A number of grassed banks and verges around Bracknell are
left uncut between spring and late summer, so that the grass
and wildflowers can grow. During the summer months these
roadside nature reserves are full of colour and alive with the
sound of buzzing bees and the colourful sight of butterflies
and other insects feeding on wildflower nectar. The roadside
nature reserves are marked with butterfly-shaped signs and
are only cut when the wildflowers have set seed.

.




I A ]
' B2 environmental

responsibility: resource
management

‘) " pBracknell scheme has helped
3 collect 23,000 litres of unwanted
paint to help families and
neighbourhood groups spruce up
their homes and community
centres. GreenMachine, which
offers voluntary work, runs
Community Re-Paint East
Berkshire, and has been running
for ayear putting unwanted paint

to good use.




B3 environmental
responsibility: local heritage

South Hill Park is attractive, historic parkland of landscaped gardens, lakes and woodland, all of which surround a Grade Il listed building
which is used as an arts centre. The park has recently been restored back to its former glory, thanks to a £2.3 million grant by the
Heritage Lottery Fund and the Big Lottery Fund. Restored original features include a Yew Walk and Italian Garden. A new pond and
boardwalk (constructed from locally sourced timber) enables the public to enjoy views over the reed marsh area where Dragonflies and
wildflowers such as Ragged Robin thrive in the damp conditions.

Conservation days and litter picks are held on a regular basis at South Hill Park and Bracknell in Bloom works closely with local
community groups to ensure the Park is kept looking at its best.

Picture left: North Lake at South Hill Park, a wonderful habitat for wildlife.

Picture right: The new boardwalk across the balancing pond at North Lake. The 200m boardwalk was installed in 2011 and is a fantastic
observation point to view the plants and wildlife that have made the'rejuvenated balancing pond their home.



B4 environmental

responsibility: local
environmental quality
Don’t just leave it,

clean it up
v .‘.o‘..:
o «

That’s the message we give to encourage local dog
owners to be responsible. Bracknell Forest Town
and Parish Councils are working in partnership on
this new initiative with two environment wardens
to promote responsible dog ownership using
banners, a canopy, promotional materials and give
aways such as bags and scoops...and we have a
full size dog outfit which is used to spread the
word at events. A busy programme of activities is
in place for this year with the aim of publicising Be
A Responsible Dog Owner (BARDO) far and wide
in Bracknell Forest.

Bracknell in Bloom supports “
Bracknell Forest Council, Bra
Thames Valley Police. It aims
undertake voluntary activities.
part in include: litter picking, g
Earlier this year , Take Pride
Spruce up Bracknell.

Take Pride”, 5 campaign run between
ctknell Forest Voluntary Action and
O eéncourage and help the communi
NCY unit
ACthl.tleS the community can take ’
ardemng and conservation projects.
Organised a “Big Spring Clean’ to




B5 environmental 1l
responsibility: pride of place

This year we have been branching out, turning old
trees in bad health into impressive works of art.
Skilled carpenters have worked wonders on trees
around the borough, including housing estates,

play areas and the town centre to create attractive
interesting designs that appeal to all ages and
regenerate and re-use old trees.




mmunity participation:
pment and continuity
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“Your Gardens”, Bracknell’s public horticultural
g since the early 1990s.

competition, has been runnin
The aim of the competition is t0 encourage the
community to take part in Bracknell in Bloom and take
pride in Bracknell, making it an attractive place to live,
work and visit. Residents, businesses, schools and
community groups can enter the competition which is
judged in the summer. Entrants are invited to attend a
Gala Evening held in the autumn when the prize
winners are announced. “Your Gardens” prize winning

entries always feature on the Thames and Chilterns in

Bloom judges’ tour.

J

r Gardens 2012 Best

’

front garden



C2 Community participatior_u
communication and education

ittee

he Bracknell in Bloom co?r}:tte
e keen to involve the w’ o el
comm ity with this year’s Brac 4
COnrmmmlza\/unch. They also vyan'cleom
i Bloomate the RHS Britain in B ohe|d
inc'orpcl);ritain launch theme. We 2
- blic events showing how c.e
"(Wtc;?olljant and grow edible hanging
is

Good €nough to eat

HANGING baskets full of frult and
vegpetables will be ripe for picking
when Britay In Bloom Judges viap
Bracknell

he theme for the towny bid for
garde ning glory 1y growing your
wWn and edible hanging baskets ful)
of fruit, Yegetadles ang herbs are
folng wp areung the town,

A fina) dcmmntnnun of how
o plant an cdibie basket with

Basturtium and violos was beld by
Broacknell Town Counctl stare al the
bandstang on Friday,

The every attended by town By or
Councilier Shelagh Plle, borough
fxyor Clir Jeante McCracken
and Caroline Ntsey, Bracknell
Forest Homes chiet executive, also
launched the town' Your Gardens
Competition, open te home ow ners,
schools, bus tnewses and Comurung ty
Lroups

Allan Mottut, Bracknel] m
Bloomyy acting chalr, s d “Your

extremely

events were :
b any Bracknell gardener
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popular a :
w incorporating ©
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We want te show them the whole
Community iy Invelved 1n Brocknel)
In Bloom
Free edible hanging ha ety wepe
planted 9P and taken home by 50
PCople at 5 gardentng werksh
at l‘auham;uuund and “l)drldmn
('(-nmumlt_\ Centre
4 ‘ In Rectory Lane on
| Saturday, April 27
1 Plants grown

Gardens 15 the ldea) Oppertunity ter
Veryone 1o take Part in Bracknel)
in Bloom. When the RHS Judges
Visit Brackne ) In July and August
e are planning to take them to o
&5 many ‘Your Gardens' ay possible
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il Community Landsha

mmunity participation
| commu

Jealott’s H

ity in gardening
project involving loca nity in gr

RHS It’s Your Neighbourhood

Bracknell in Bloom actively encourages community

groups to take part in the RHS “It’s Your

Neighbourhood”. We are proud that of the nine
\ groups that entered the Thames and Chilterns “It’s

Your Neighbourhood” campaign in 2012, five came

from Bracknell area and two were judged

outstanding.
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| | Gardens judged an

. Evalones Memoria .
, munity garden

OMmmunity Allotment
g project

re judged @ thriving




& : AT e ] e micnic at Jock's Lan€
C4 Community participation: ~ || Teddybear'sPiche =

year round involvement spring
and summer
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Opening of South Hill Park

play area

Bracknell town centre’s wel| known
water clock
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C4 Community participation:
year round involvement
Autumn and winter

ess
ce to walk...

Arlington Square busin

parkisa nice pla

Brackne\l s Broadway in
beautiful autumn blossom

: '_’ v : K 4 - -:;'4 }',~o ‘.‘ﬁ e
| . W Community bulb plantlng ¥ o
in Great Hollands 2 :




C5 Communi i
: ty participation:
funding and support pation:

(may be a cliche, but genu'me\y \
Bracknell’s beautiful landscapes
couldn’t be achieved without such
great enthusiastic reamwork,
partnership working, funding and
support of many local people and
businesses. |t’s always challenging
to keep improving and delivering
good quality but innovation,
resourcefu\ness and creativi
many contributors is a positive

ty from
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Looking to the future

Our Bracknell in Bloom approach is to continue
to encourage everyone 1o work together 1o
make Bracknell a cleaner and greener place to
enjoy-

Next, we will be focusing on:
o |ncreasing the number of community groups
from Bracknell involved in RHS It’s Your

Neighbourhood. Our target is t0 have at least Thanks fOV .

17 entries in 2014 . Visiting Bracknel
. Developing the Bracknell Your Gardens rackinell in BLopm B
competition and encouraging more entries Committee

next year —our target is at |east 60 entries

o Installing @ landscaped community area at
Coopers Hill Community Centre and also @
sensory garden at Mill Park

. Working with primary schools so they are all
ready to include gardening in the curriculum
from September 2014 —we intend to appoint
a Schools Champion.

Bracknell
AN ;“{%Z‘OOWL 2 O 1 3




Appendix 1

Calendar of events (1)

July 2012

* RHS Thames and Chilterns in Bloom judging day

* HRH Earl of Wessex opens South Hill Park after £2.3 million restoration project

* Your Gardens judging — round 1

» Green Flag Awards for Jocks Lane Park, Lily Hill Park, Pope’s Meadow, Sandhurst Memorial Park and Shepherd Meadows

+ Judging and awards ceremony for Bracknell town centre’s best dressed shop window and market stall competition

* 3M clean-up at Kennel Lane School

» Boehringer Ingelheim clean-up day across five parks in Bracknell

* Volunteer day at Jealott’s Hill Community Landshare with the National Apprenticeship Service And Ranelagh School

« Lily Hill Park Edwardian Garden tidy-up with Bracknell Horticultural Association

 Conservation work at Lily Hill Park with Bracknell Conservation Volunteers

« Birch Hill litter pick with Birch Hill and Hanworth Liaison Group

August 2012

» Every Wednesday during the school summer holidays - children’s summer activity days in parks throughout Bracknell

» Completion of Your Gardens judging — round 1

* Nature and community biodiversity walks around Bracknell town centre

« Lily Hill Park Edwardian Garden tidy-up with Bracknell Horticultural Association

» Conservation work at Notherams Wood with Bracknell Conservation Volunteers

September 2012

 Bracknell in Bloom receives a GOLD award in the RHS Thames and Chilterns in Bloom regional competition and is put through
to represent Thames and Chilterns in RHS Britain in Bloom National Finals 2013

» Completion of Your Gardens judging round 2 and measuring sunflowers for the tallest sunflower category

» Guided walks around Lily Hill Park for Bracknell's Heritage Open Day Event

* Environment minister Greg Barker visits Waitrose supermarket, Bracknell

« Lily Hill Park Edwardian Garden tidy-up with Bracknell Horticultural Association

* Birch Hill litter pick with Birch Hill and Hanworth Liaison Group

October 2012

* “Celebrations 2012” fireworks display at South Hill Park

 Bracknell in Bloom Thank You Breakfast

« Community bulb planting in Great Hollands

» Conservation work at Jocks Copse, Tinkers Copse and South Hill Park with Bracknell Conservation Volunteers



Appendix 1
Calendar of events (2)

November 2012

* Your Gardens Gala Evening

* Bracknell Horticultural Association’s annual Marrowthon competition

* Allsmoor Pond community clean-up

* Capturing Autumn Colours photography walk at Lily Hill Park

* Forest Ecology talk at South Hill Park

 Conservation work at Notherams Wood and Tinkers Copse with Bracknell Conservation Volunteers
« Birch Hill litter pick with Birch Hill and Hanworth Liaison Group

December 2012

* Dig together Day at Jealott’s Hill Community Landshare

* “Up with the Birds” bird spotting walk at Lily Hill Park

* Festive Forage and Christmas Wreath Making at Pope’s Manor

January 2013

* Walk and Wassalil at Jealott’s Hill Community Landshare

* Traditional Orchard Wassail at Lily Hill Park

* Lichen survey by The Living Churchyard Group at St Michael and St Mary Magdalene Church
* Conservation work at South Hill Park with Bracknell Conservation Volunteers

* Litter pick at Savernake Park

February 2013

* “Celebrating our Wonderful Woods” woodland craft day at Jocks Lane Park

* New underground recycling centre opened at Jennett’s Park

* Electrical goods recycling day at Bracknell Leisure Centre

* Wassail at The Boot Pub

 Parks photography exhibition at South Hill Park

« “Birds Flights and Delights” woodland walk and craft making at Jocks Lane Park
« Litter pick at South Hill Park with Bracknell Conservation Volunteers

March 2013

* “The Big Heritage Tree Hug” at Lily Hill Park

* “Big Dig” at Jealott’s Hill Community Landshare

« Lily Hill Park Edwardian Garden tidy-up with Bracknell Horticultural Association
 Conservation work at Lily Hill Park and South Hill Park with Bracknell Conservation Volunteers
« Wildridings litter pick with Bracknell Conservation Volunteers



Appendix 1

Calendar of events (3)

April 2013

* Bracknell Forest Council launches their new recycling incentive scheme

 Bracknell Forest Homes fifth anniversary tree planting in Birch Hill

» Opening of the newly refurbished play area at South Hill Road, South Hill Park

* “The Incredible Edible Hanging Basket Event” to launch Bracknell in Bloom 2013

* Easter Treasure Hunt at Lily Hill Park and South Hill Park

» “Give Gardening a Go” an introduction to gardening workshop held during RHS Gardening week at South Hill Park
« Lily Hill Park Edwardian Garden tidy-up with Bracknell Horticultural Association

 Conservation work at Lily Hill Park and Bill Hill with Bracknell Conservation Volunteers

May 2013

* “Lunch and Learn” community event at the town centre bandstand to launch Bracknell in Bloom 2013
* Launch of Bracknell Your Gardens 2013 competition

* Bracknell Horticultural Association Spring Plant Sale

* Boehringer Ingelheim clean-up day across six locations in Bracknell

» Two Bracknell gardens are opened for The National Gardens Scheme

* Opening of the new fountain at South Hill Park

» Warfield Environment Group’s annual newt survey

» Unveiling of a mural painted by Bracknell and Wokingham College students in an underpass in Great Hollands
* Planting a wildflower meadow to encourage bees in Bullbrook by Friends of the Earth

» Hewlett Packard clean-up day at Lily Hill Park

* Photography walk at Lily Hill Park

* Rhododendron walk at Lily Hill Park

« Lily Hill Park Edwardian Garden tidy-up with Bracknell Horticultural Association

* Conservation work at South Hill Park with Bracknell Conservation Volunteers

« Birch Hill litter pick with Birch Hill and Hanworth Liaison Group

June 2013

* Bracknell Your Gardens judging — round 1

* Work started on £100,000.00 Mill Park Olympic Legacy play equipment project

« Birch Hill cedar tree project completed

* Annual Teddy Bears'’ Picnic at Jocks Lane Park

« Summer Moth Trapping at South Hill Park organised by the Bracknell Forest Natural History Society
« Lily Hill Park Edwardian Garden tidy-up with Bracknell Horticultural Association

* Conservation work at Jubilee Gardens, Savernake Park and South Hill Park with Bracknell Conservation Volunteers



Appendix 2
Bracknell in Bloom launch event posters

Bracknell in
Bloom 2013

To launch Bracknell in Bloom for 2013
You are invited to come along to

The INCREDIBLE EDIBLE
HANGING BASKET EVENT

from 10.30am to 1.30pm on Saturday 27" April

at Easthampstead & Wildridings
Community Cantre, Rectory Lane, Bracknell, RG12 7BH

Practical guidance, workshop sessions and seed
exchange available

Refreshments
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61,;_.“ -5 BRITAIN IN BLOOM
| HHS IT'S YOUR
St innay NEIGHBOURHOOD
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Bracknell in
Bloom 2013

To launch Bracknell in Bloom for 2013
You are invited to come along to

LUNCH and LEARN

from 12.00 to 2.00pm on Friday 3™ May

at The Bandstand
in Charles Square, Bracknell Town Centre
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Appendix 3

Thank You to Brackuell in Bloom's sponsors and supporters:

Bracknell Forest gackng
¥ |HOMES o\
t/‘ Bracknell (:a: . )/
Forest _\, Lmsey Evans Garden Design The Bracknell %J__ 4/‘0/
Council I s e Forest Society ral A

Bracknell
Standard

GROUP

CORAL REEF
WATERWORLD

Waitrose  Qfakds )

waitrose.com College
HlltOIl QWERTY’ $rincwas Hilton
AVISFORD PARK, ARUNDEL B I I BRACKNELL
RIS ] theta
Garden Centre & Nursery mowu, A FENWICK STORE
DISCOVERY 80P CoMPLER

www. bentalls.co.uk



